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PREFACE

This is a series on Capita Selecta Bulletin of Archaeological Service of the Republic of
Indonesia representing a compilation of a wider range of articles by various authorities in the
field of archaeology and these lie scattered in a number of Journals which are not easily
accessible to the public and research schollars.

The purpose of the present venture is to bring under one cover all this material in an
approriate sequence so as to portary a cogent picture of the different facets of Indonesian
Archaeology - particularly the historical, regional, educational and comparative aspects.

The articles in this book are arranged in a sequential order dealing with various aspects
of Indonesian archaeology. Owing to limitations of space, it has not been possible to make
the compilation as exhaustive as one might have wished, in this volume. However we have
spared as wide a spectrum of the different subjects as possible covering all important aspect.

It goes without saying that the present compilation would not have been possible
without the co-operation of the authors of the various articles as well as the Editors of the
Journals in which they have appeared. We gratefully acknowkledge the kindness of them in
permitting us to reprint the articles appearing in this book.
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ON PREHISTORIC BURIAL METHODS IN INDONESIA

by
R.P. Soejono

This paper is submitted at the VII " Congres International des Sciences Anthropologique et
Ethnologique in Tokyo: August 27 - September 10, 1968, with the aid of the JDR 3™ Fund.

INTRODUCTORY

Archaeological researches brought forth evidences of burials which dated far back into
prehistoric periods. The first formal report on a find of a prehistoric grave in the eastern part
of Java was submitted by J.B. Hubenet, an official of the State Railways, to the Bataviaasch
Genootschap (Batavian Society) early this century (Hubenet, 1903). The grave was disclosed
during the construction of a railroad. But it was known since long, that destructions of
ancient graves have been executed by local inhabitants immediately after accidental
discoveries have been done without the knowledge of the local authorities. Contents of
graves except of broken or pulverized skeletons fell into the hands of villagers who maintain
the most curious objects or otherwise grave goods came to hand of collectors to become
finally a part of museum or private collections.

Since systematic prehistoric research was attempted about 1920, much attention has

been drawn to burials which were found in the course of intensive investigations. Results
either of systematic excavations or of illegal diggings gave proofs of funeral methods followed
by groups of peoples during successive stages of prehistoric period.
The material composed for this paper is based on informations reported to the Archaeological
Institute and on results of previous investigations published in various scientific journals as
well as results of the author’s own researches which are partly in a preparatory stage of
publication.

The multiplicity of prehistoric material, but on the other hand the shortage of undertakers
and means in the field of prehistoric research caused incompleteness in analytical approach
and contemplation, even of important topics or problems. Concerning the study of burials
significant elements have been insufficiently attested, one is the physical determination of
skeletons and the other is the traditional basis of burial custom groups. The study of
pre-historic skeletal remains done by Teuku Jacob (1967) during the last few years, provides
important additional data on racial questions and gives sound base in the reconstruction of
peopling of the Indonesian Archipelago in prehistoric times.

Author’s effort is to spot the exposing situations of skeletal remains and to perceive
contingent systems of interments so far skeletons showed appropriate funeral positions.
Resultants of deductions from scattered data give a picture of funeral traditions which refer
back to an evolution since the Mesolithic stage.



PLANS OF SKELETAL DEPOSITION

It is obvious, that skeletons recovered through excavations indicate definite ways of
placing the dead body in the burial ground. Informations on results of arbitrary digging as
well as of proofs from systematic excavations constitute sufficient data on the methods in
burying the dead applied by groups of peoples during their time of settling in prehistoric
period. The examination of data extracts such following methods of depositions:

L DIRECT INHUMATION (single or
multiple) including:
A. Uncovered primary burials
B. Covered primary burials, using:
a. sarcophagi
b. stone cists
c. stone vats
d. stone cambers
e. dolmen-like structures

1 jars

II. DEFERRED INHUMATION (single or
multiple) including:
C. Uncovered secondary burials (complete or selective)
D. Covered secondary burials (complete or selective) using:
a.jars
b. sarcophagi ( ?)

III. COMBINED INHUMATION (Single or
multiple) :
E. Uncovered primary mixed with uncovered secondary burials
F. Uncovered primary burials mixed with covered secondary burials

IV. EXPOSED DEPOSITION (occasionally followed by selective inhumation).

Skeletons from primary burials demonstrate the placing of bodies in several postures of
which three main systems can be distinguished, namely:

1. the STRETCHED POSITION with different manners of placing the upper-extremities.
2. the FLEXED or SEMI-FLEXED POSITION including the dorsal and sidelong attitude.
3. the CROUCHED or SQUATTED POSITION.

Besides these, a very scarcely occurring posture namely the PROSTRATE position has
been observed.

New dating methods have not been applied towards substances of productive sites,
except on very few samples, so that the dating of these observed burial methods is performed
merely by way of identifying artifacts which were found in association with skeletal remains
such as accompanying funeral goods or other cultural elements occurring in the same skeleton



bearing stratum. Chronological determination of a few number of skeletal finds came to
inadequate results because of the total lack of related cultural remains. Conclusions towards
units of totally disturbed skeletal finds are derived from accompanying grave wares or from
identic but better preserved burials. Emptied covered burials actuate to interpretations based
on forms and sizes of covering materials as well as on identic intact burials. It must be noted,
that a fair number of material yielded too generalized informations which impeded extensive
considerations.

THE PLEISTOCENE AND MESOLITHIC STAGE

Discoveries of human remains in Pleistocene period did not demonstrate signs of interment
as fossilized skulls have been recovered in volcanic layers, except of the Late Pleistocene
skulls of Homo soloensis which have been found on an ancient terrace on the left border of
the Solo River at Ngandong village in East Java (Pl. 1, 2). The location of Homo soloensis
skulls in terrace layers arose questions concerning whether the skulls had been purposely
placed in camping deposits in terms of selective interment or whether these, as practically
mere remaining parts of human skeletons, were evidences of intertribal conflicts (Weidenreich,
1951). Supposed cannibalism among Homo soloensis, priorly a popular acceptance, with
regard to the exceptional discovery of eleven skulls merely, should be discarded as no
convincing traces of skull mutilation to extract the brain, could be propounded (Jacob, 1967:
25 -39). Yet the location of Homo soloensis skulls on the fossil vertebrates bearing terrace of
the Solo River remains a problem.

Human interment was obvious during the Mesolithic stage. Evidences have been
encountered mainly in shellmounds and rockshelters (P1. 3). Several sites of skeletal discoveries
showed up but fragmentary remains which indicate the use of selective inhumation. In some
instances there was a tendency of cannibalism according to the occurrence of many split or
burned limb bones as for instance in a kitchen midden at Bindjai Tamiang, Northeast Sumatra
(Schiirmann, 1931) and in Gua Mardjan, East Java(van Heekeren, 1937).Selective inhumation
chiefly consisted of the burying of skulls or parts of skulls and occasionally of limb bones
either covered or not with haematite as proved through excavations at kitchenmiddens in
Northeast Sumatra, at some caves in East Java and at caves on the island of Flores (Verhoeven,
1953, 1951 - 57; Jacob, 1967: 77 — 116). Exposed deposition was assumed to exist among
Toala cave-dwellers in South Sulawesi as parts of skulls, sometimes perforated, and a few
limb bones have been revealed in Toala cave deposits (van Heekeren, 1957: 97).

Intact burials were recovered in caves of East Java and Flores. Burials with skeletons in
flexed - sidelong position seemed to be common in East Java, namely at caves of Sampung,
Sodong and Mardjan (van Stein Callenfels, 1932; van Heekeren, 1936, 1937). Several skeletons
were lacking parts of the body, namely the skull or extremities bones, and some were found
covered by rather big stones (PI. 4, 5). These skeletons have not been provided with funeral
goods, except of one in Gua Lawa at Sampung which was of a child and which was furnished
with a necklace of small perforated shells (PI. 6). Caves on Flores yielded burials with the



body commonly placed in crouched position, one of these in Momer Cave, West Flores, was
covered by a big stone (Verhoeven, 1951 - 57; 1958). Also on Flores during this period the
deads were not provided with gifts, except of a female skeleton in a cave in the area of Reo
which was furnished with beads. Rather exceptional was the discovery at Gua Alo, West
Flores, which consisted of two skeletons in extended position without any kind of funeral
goods but, according to informations, were attested stratigraphically in the context of the
Mesolithic flake-blade industry (Jacob, 1967, 107 - 108). With regard to the occurrence of
beads upon the skeleton at Reo and the divergent way of placing the dead body at Gua Alo.
these burials most likely originate from a later period. Intensive research on caves of Flores
has been performed by Dr. Th. Verhoeven S.V.D. Because of the numerous archaeological
finds which must be taken upon this island, detailed informations on burials were lacking, so
that only a general picture is at the disposal.

THE NEOLITHIC STAGE

Data on burials from the Neolithic period were scarce. Systematic excavations towards
Neolithic sites have not revealed burials up to date. Informations on burials yielding polished
stone adzes, earthenware pottery, beads and other funeral articles were gained from results
of clandestine diggings on the North coast of West Java executed by local inhabitants in
search of valuable grave goods (Soejono, 1964). According to the categories of finds from
this region which were handed over to the Archaeological Institute can be assumed that this
extended area contains burials from the Neolithic period as well as from the Early-Metal age.
Test excavations done in 1958 did not touch burials, but informations from villagers pointed
out the existence of buried skeletons in extended position usually provided with neolithic
adzes, glass and carnelian beads, stone rings, ornamented earthenware pottery, terracotta
netsinkers, gold ornaments, bronze items (axes, rings) and iron fragments and some more
other objects.

At least one cave on Flores, the big Liang Bua, contained Neolithic burials in the
upper-layers as well as Mesolithic graves in the lower-stratum. Skeletons of the Neolithic
burials showed the extended position in North-South direction, with the head on the North
side. Accompanying gifts consisted of polished stone adzes, earthenware pots and grinding
stones (Verhoeven, 1965).

The find of Neolithic adzes and earthenware pots as mere grave goods in stone-cists in
areas of Tjirebon (van der Hoop, 1937) and Kuningan (Archaeol. Inst., 1967 - 1968), both
situated in the eastern part of West Java, tend to the assumption, that this type of graves had
developed since a later stage of the Neolithic. As these graves were dug out by the local
population pulverized skeletal remains fell beyond people’s attention, but the extended position
of skeletons and even multiple burials are most conceivable according to the dimension of
these sepulchres.



THE EARLY-METAL AGE

The largest amount of burial evidences dated from this cultural period. Variations of
burial system with particular local characteristics occured in areas of the Indonesian
Archipelago. Certain areas developed a definite system, but it was proved, that several
systems have been applied together in one area. The most occurring method of burying had
been the covered interment, either primary or secondary. Uncovered burials, primary or
secondary, seemed to be applied in areas of Northern West Java, West Bali and North Lomblen.

Covered burials used following items as container or cover of the dead body: sarcophagi,
stone-cists, stone vats (kalamba), stone chambers, dolmen-like tombs (pandhusa) and jars.
Almost all types of covered burials have been discovered in association with other categories
of Megalithic remains, except of jar burials which occurred as an isolated non-megalithic
tradition.

- Sarcophagus burial

The use of sarcophagi was concentrated in areas of Besuki, East Java (van Heekeren,
1931), Bali (van Heekeren, 1955; Soejono, 1965) and Sumbawa (Kuperus, 1937). Sarcophagi
consist of lid and coffin, each hewn out from a single massive rock. Shapes and decoration
patterns of sarcophagi vary in every locality. At Besuki all of the known sarcophagi have
been emptied or destroyed (Pl. 7). The dimension of the big tombs indicate the placing of the
body, single or plural, in the stretched position. The most occurring funeral gift consisted of
glass beads of various sizes and colours and in less extent beads of carnelian. Sarcophagi on
Bali included several dimensions with as the most common type the small size sarcophagus
containing a single corpse in flexed position (Pl. 8). Here bronze articles like arm- and footrings
(some-times still attached to the skeleton), peculiar shaped axes or shovels and spirals, were
popular gifts to the dead (P1. 9, 10). Some very small size sarcophagi at Besuki and Bali might
be used for primary burials of children, but can be used also for secondary burials. On
Sumbawa have been discovered emptied sarcophagi which are decorated with human and
animal figures. Decoration, size and form of the sarcophagi are similar to some of those found
in Besuki. The only peculiar type of lid of a sarcophagus was found in Besuki in the form of
aroof-shaped coverstone of the waruga in North Sulawesi (van Heekeren, 1958: 98).

Scattered finds of sarcophagi cover areas in Sumatra (Djambi, Samosir, South Batak Land),
East Kalimantan and on Nias. Sarcophagi in Apo Kajan region in East Kalimantan are supported
by pillars decorated with carved human figures (Sierevelt, 1929).

Up to present times people on Sumba still bury the dead, wrapped in long shawls, in
squatted position in communal tombs (van de Wetering, 1926). These tombs, consisting of
one or two chambers have a slightly trapezoid shaped cist covered with a thick flattened lid.
In the near past peoples at Samosir and Nias practiced the selective secondary burial system,
often multiple, in sarcophagi (Schnitger, 1939).



Peculiar cubical, huge stone tombs with roof-shaped covers have been in use in past
times in Minahasa, North Sulawesi. In these tombs, called waruga the dead were successively
placed in the crouched position (Bertling, 1931/32).

- Stone cist burial

This type of burial only existed in South Sumatra and Java. Big stone slabs made up the
floor, walls and cover of the tomb (P1. 11). Stone cists in South Sumatra consist of crudely
hewn stone slabs, whereas in Java constructing slabs of stone cists are usually smoothened
and show relugar thickness. Grave goods and other associated cultural remains, in particular
Megalithic objects, suggested stages of development of the stone cist burial starting
tentatively from the Late Neolithic and continuing into the Bronze and the Iron Period.

As cited above, contents of stone cists in West Java refer to a seemingly Neolithic stage
of development. Stone cists at Pasemah, South Sumatra, dated from an earlier stage of the
Early-Metal Age, according to the existence of bronze objects, some gold and iron objects,
and various types of glass beads as funeral goods as well as their localization in the region
of Megalithic statues which showed Dong Son Culture influences (van der Hoop, 1932).

In the area of Wonosari, Central Java, fields of burials have been recovered, containing
tens of stone cists which were entirely dug out by the local population since former times (P1.
12, 13). Systematic surveys and excavations have been executed in 1935 to gain accurate
data (van der Hoop, 1935). The results demonstrated that several stone cists have been used
for mass burials in stretched position (P1. 14, 15). Objects accompanying the dead were adzes
and weapons of iron and beads of glass and carnelian as the most common gift, further in
lesser extent: earthenware bowls, bronze rings, mortars, grinding stones and textile. These
cultural items indicate a later stage of development of this burial system.

In the area of Tjepu, Central Java, was reported the occurrence of stone cists still in
undisturbed condition.

- Stone vat burial

In Toradja Land (Napu, Besoa, Bada),Central Sulawesi, were found big stone vats
(P1. 16, 17) which have been emptied and of which the shape and size resemble those ever
found in Laos (See: Colani, 1932). These stone vats called kalamba by local inhabitants are
cylindrical shaped and consist of a single or sometimes double chamber. Disc-shaped big
monoliths are used as coverstones. Human faces, human and animal figures are main patterns
of decoration of several kalambas. Broken pots of earthenware found in the surroundings of
kalambas were obviously destroyed grave furniture. It is evident, that these kalambas
contained more than one skeleton placed in flexed or crouched position (Kruyt, 1932; 1938:
331 -498).



- Stone Chamber burial

Tombs of this sort of burial were distributed in a restricted part of the Pasemah region of
South Sumatra as an element of the Megalithic Culture. The chambers have been built up by
big massive slabs and might be used for mass burials. Excavations at one of the sites revealed
a double-chamber tomb which did not contain any remains of skeletons or grave goods (de
Bie, 1932). On the walls were still visible paintings of human and animal figures in colours of
white, black, red, yellow and grey presented in stylized way (P1. 18). This type of paintings
has also been revealed on slabs of one of the stone cists in the Pasemah area. In Besuki, East
Java, has been discovered a stone chamber constructed of smooth carved rectangular stone
slabs (Archaeol. Inst., 1960). During illicit digging performed by the local population were
found remains of human skeletons and beads of coloured glass and carnelian. This tomb too
seems to be used for a plural burial.

Another category of chamber burial used rooms which were hewn out on rocks.The outer
walls of these rock-chambers are decorated with human faces as well as human and animal
figures. Rock-chamber burials have been discovered in Batak region, Northeast Sumatra
(van Stein Callenfels, 1924), in Besuki (van Heekeren, 1931) and in Apo Kajan region, East
Kalimantan (Sierevelt, 1929). All the chambers were found empty, but the use of these chambers
for plural burial could be estimated with regard the large measurements of the rooms. Plural
burial in rock-chambers is practiced up to now among the Toradja’s of Central Sulawesi
(Adriani and Kruyt, 1912: 96, 127).

- Burial in dolmen-like tomb

Tombs with massive slabs as walls and with a cover of prepared or else unhewn large
monoliths, locally called pandhusa, occur in the same area of sarcophagi in Besuki (Pl. 19).
The inner space of the tombs was either floored with stone slabs or left unfloored. A great
deal of these graves were found in destroyed condition as was the case with the sarcophagi
burials. Excavations done towards some dolmen graves have shown the use of this type of
tombs for burials of more than one person (Hubenet, 1903; de Haan, 1921 ; Willems, 1938).
Burial gifts consisted of items like beads made of various raw material (glass, earthenware,
carnelian), fragments of decorated earthenware pottery, fragments of Chinese porcelain,
skeletal remains of cattle, a golden ring, while outside the tombs, yet in the same Megalithic
context, were discovered iron instruments (a chisel, a bracelet, knives), stone bark-beaters
and a stone mortar. Based on the type of Chinese porcelain was argued that the use of these
dolmen graves lasted up to the 9th Century A.D. The plan of body deposition cannot be
traced out, because of either reports never cited about this matter or skeletons were found in
very pulverized conditions.

- Jar burial

Two main types of jar burial existed, namely a primary and a secondary jar burial. Jars are
made by hand and are of large size with thick wall, rounded bottom and a narrow mouth which



is usually smashed to facilitate the placing of the dead body or collected bones of the dead.
According to the system of the primary burial the single dead body is placed in a jar in
crouched position. This method was encountered at Anjer, West Java (van Heekeren, 1956a)
together with earthenware pottery, consisting of a flask, a small pot and two dishes on
stands, as grave furniture (P1.20). The secondary burial contained complete bones of a
single person, as found at Gilimanuk, West Bali (Soejono, 1966) or selected bones, such as
skulls and extremities bones, of one or more persons which is found at Melolo, Sumba (van
Heekeren, 1956b) (P1. 21, 22) and at Lewoleba on the island of Lomblen (Verhoeven, 1961).
Funeral ware were not found at Gilimanuk, but in jars at Melolo were recovered earthenware
flasks (P1. 23), shell ornaments and a single piece of Neolithic adze. Generally a single jar was
used, covered with large pottery fragments, but at Gilimanuk the cover consisted of another
complete jar placed in up-side-down position. This double jar method was only to be found
at Gilimanuk (P1. 24), whereas other sites, besides Anjer and Melolo (PI. 25), namely on the
island of Selajar, South Sulawesi (Schroder, 1912) and in Central Sulawesi (Willems, 1940)
practiced the single jar method.

Uncovered burials from the Early-Metal Age have been discovered chiefly in association
with burials using jars and sarcophagi. A burial of a person in stretched position provided
with an earthenware bowl and a long iron knife was found near the jar burial at Anjer, West
Java (Archaeol. Inst., 1958) (PI. 26). Burials in extended position occurred at Lewoleba,
Lomblen (PL. 27), here in association with secondary jar burials of which the jars were decorated
with human faces in relief (Verhoeven, 1961), as well as in sand-dunes at Puger, Besuki (Snell,
1938) (PI. 28). Both burial sites yielded no funeral goods. Primary burials containing bronze
objects in the very surroundings of sarcophagi, located in West Central Bali, have been
destroyed by villagers, before authorities were able to intervene (Korn, 1930). The densest
site of uncovered burials was revealed at Gilimanuk located on the coast of West Bali, where
the double-jar burial system had also been applied. Here excavations showed up complicated
systems of primary and secondary uncovered burials (Soejono, 1966) The primary burials
showed the usual extended position, among which in some occasions bones of the upper
and lower extremities were mutilated, and included some evidences of flexed burials, while
the secondary burials consisted generally of collections of complete skeletal parts. Single
and plural burials as well as mixed burials of the primary and the secondary system occurred
side by side (Pl. 29, 30, 31). One of the skeletons in prostrate position, with the legs folded
backwards, which was found below a secondary double-jar burial, indicated that human
sacrifice had occasionally been put to use to complete funeral provisions of some important
members of the community (PI. 32). Funeral gifts of the Gilimanuk site consisted of decorated
pottery (among which the net-impressed pattern is the most popular), coloured glass beads
and rings, bronze axes, bronze rings, iron daggers and lance-heads, gold ornaments, stone
pestles and mortars and domestic animals like pigs, dogs and poultry. Considering the similar
types of bronze objects (rings and socketed axes with heart-shaped blades) used as grave
furniture, these Gilimanuk coastal people must be in close contact with inland sarcophagi
builders.



SOME CONSIDERATIONS

Those above recorded patterns demonstrate the diversity of burial methods during
prehistoric times in Indonesia. It is obvious that these burial traditions, notwithstanding
their local appearance have certain relationship with neighbouring areas.
Burials in Mesolithic context namely primary burials in flexed position, selective secondary
burials and exposed burials found their counterparts in Southeast Asian regions. Madeleine
Colani reported on finds of skeletal parts associated with Hoabinhian implements in caves in
Vietnam (Colani, 1930) which indicate the common existence of selective burials. Flexed or
contracted burials were discovered rather scarcely in Vietnam (van Heekeren and Knuth,
1967: 63 - 64), Malay Peninsula (van Stein Callenfels and Noone, 1940: 120 - 121: Steveking,
1954 - 55) and Serawak (Harrison, 1957: 164) and like in Java did not include grave furnitures.
Harrison used the term contorted burial for this type of deposition. The use of big stones,
either to cover the corpse or to be placed in the very surrounding of the dead body seems to
be part of this burial custom. Secondary burials performed after exposed deposition of the
corpses have been propounded by van Stein Callenfels and Noone based on results of an
excavation in Gol Ba’it on Malay Peninsula:

«According to the custom of secondary burial, which still prevails among several
primitive or semi-civilised peoples (e.g. the Dayaks of Borneo) the corpses of the
dead are first exposed in the jungle, usually on a treeplatform, and only after
complete decomposition of the flesh are the principle bones collected and buried.
The bones of the several people who have died in a year, after they have been
treated in this way, are given a communal secondary burial. The remains
encountered in the middle layers at Gol Ba’it give abundant proof that the old
inhabitants waited until several members of the tribe were ready for this
secondary burial before they finally interred them. In one place, for instance,
the remains of at least three individuals were found in a heap. (van Stein Callenfels and
Noone, 1940: 120 - 121).

This type of burial which Sieveking called dismembered burial, sometimes consisting of
more than one individual (plural secondary burial), showed evidences of some form of
cannibalism at Gua Cha judging the lack of signs of formal arrangement of the bones and the
occurrence of burnt rib and arm bones and broken skulls among incomplete skeletal remains
(Sieveking, 1954 - 55: 92 - 93,98 - 99). Several extended burials were unearthed in Gua Cha in
the Hoabinhian level, but because of their fragmentary condition and lack of comparative
informations from other Hoabin-hian sites this type of burial is considered to be insignificant
to be evaluated (Sieveking, 1954 - 55: 98).

Up to now Neolithic burials have not yet been discovered in Indonesia through systematic
excavations. Informations obtained from either clandestine of unsystematic diggings point
to the practice of interring the dead in the extended position usually furnished with burial
goods in particular beads, handmade pottery, polished stone adzes and stone rings. On the



other hand extensive excavations revealed numerous extended burials in Thailand (van
Heekeren and Knuth, 1967; Solheim, 1966), Malay Peninsula (Sieveking, 1954 - 55) and Serawak
(Harrisson, 1957). The relationship between the Neolithic Culture in Kanchanaburi (Thailand)
and Northern Malay with the Lungshan Culture of Northern China is now being illuminated
based on the occurrence of similar elements especially of earthenware pottery. C-14 dating
explain a maximum age of 1770 +140 B.C, for Kanchanaburi Neolithic (Sorensen, 1967: 109 -
147, Solheim, 1966; 38). It is obvious, that the extended burial has been a common element of
Neolithic Cultures in Southeast Asian areas, where local differences are determined mainly
by physical appearance of grave furnitures. Several burials at Gua Cha indicate a secondary
method of interring which Sieveking denotes as ceremonial burials which consist mainly of
long bones. These collected bones were placed in parallel orientation with the extended
burials and were furnished with types of Neolithic pottery (Sieveking, 1954 - 55: 87 - 88). van
Stein Callenfels and Noone came to a conclusion which gives some hint of a chronological
order of burial customs in his excavation at Gol Ba’it starting from Mesolithic layers up to the
Neolithic:
«For the first time in any excavation in the Malay Peninsula or Netherlands Indies we
find what may be called anthropological stratigraphy. It is quite clear that the rather
modern burials of the top layers, the secondary burials of the middle layers, and again,
the complete flexed burial in the lowest layer, represent three different stages of culture,
and it is to be hoped that study of human remains may throw valuable light on the
problem of the racial types which were the carriers of the Hoa-Binhian culture».
(van Stein Callenfels and Noone, 1940: 120— 121).

Types of burials from the Early-Metal Age too demonstrate general resemblances in the
use of cover material with several Southeast and East Asian regions. Sarcophagus burial
which is not found in other areas of Southeast Asia showed some resemblances with Japanese
types. Particularly the provision of protuberances on one or both halves of the stone coffin
on Bali or on the coverstone of the dolmen-like stone graves in Besuki resemble some Japanese
types of stone coffins (Kaneko, 1964: 41 — 42). Stone cist burials were encountered in Malay
Peninsula (Tweedie, 1955: 36 - 37), as the nearest site to Sumatra and Java. Von Heine Geldern
(1945: 151 - 152) assumed the spread of the stone cist burial beside the burial in stone
chambers from China since the Han Period. The jar burial system occurred
wide-spread in Southeast and East Asia containing usually secondary interred bones (Solheim,
1961 ; Janse, 1959; Harrisson, 1957; Kaneko, 1966; Kidder, 1954: 104 - 110). Primary burials in
jars in Indonesia occurred only at Anjer, while this system is found repeatedly in the Philippines
and Japan. The existence of the double-jar burial in Indonesia using a cover and a lower jar
which is only to be found on Bali may be connected with a system from northern regions i.e.
the Philippines and Japan. Double jars at Gilimanuk, Bali, contained bones of a secondary
burial whereas the double jar system in the Philippines and Japan were practiced for either
the primary or secondary burial.

Extended uncovered burials in association with bronze implements have been reported
from Northeastern Thailand (Solheim, 1966) and Serawak (Harrisson, 1957). The most peculiar
site found in Southeast Asia up to now has been Gilimanuk, Bali. Here were unearthed an
extended cemetery from the Early-Metal Age containing a complex system of primary (in
extended, flexed and prone position) and secondary burials provided with burial goods mainly
consisting of bronze implements and earthenware pottery.

10



Concerning peoples which are regarded practicers of these related burial customs in Southeast
Asia results of investigations made on skeletal remains of excavated burials showed the
domination of Australomelanesoid stock in earlier periods and more elements of Mongoloids
Malays in later periods, particularly since the Neolithic (Jacob, 1967: 130 - 137).

This attempt to observe burial methods in Indonesia in relation with neighbouring regions
is still in the beginning. Profounder observations as on material evidences in this burial
context, ritual processes (including a.o. the varied orientation of skeletons etc.), racial contacts
and assimilating or interchanging factors among groups or areas of burial customs have still
to be accomplished.

Note.
Mesolithic should be read Epi palaeolithic.
Homo soloensis should be read Pithecanthropus soloensis.



GENERAL CONTEXT OF PREHISTORIC BURIALS IN INDONESIA

PERIOD LOCALITY METHOD *) FUNERAL WARE RACIAL AFFINITIES **)
Palaeolithic - - - -
Mesolithic - N.E. Coast Sumatra [IC: selective. - Austromelanesian.
(dens).
- East Java (caves) IA2 beads of shell Austromelanesian.
IIC: selective. - Austromelanesian.
- S. Sulawesi (caves) \Y% - Veddoid/mongoloid.
- Flores (caves) IA2 - Austromelanesian.
[IC: selective - Austromelanesian.
Neolithic - West Java IA1 neol. adzes, pottery, beads. ? not yet determined.

Early-Metal Age

- Flores (caves)
- S. Sumatra

- West Java

- Central Java
- East Java

- Kalimantan
- S. Sulawesi

- Bali

IBcl
IBe (?)
IA1
IBcl
[Be
IBc3
IA1

[Bcl
IBbl
[Bf1
IA1
IBb
IBa
IBd
IBb1, 2

IA1,2

[IC: complete
[IDa

neol. adzes, pottery.
neol. adzes, pottery.

neol. adzes, pottery, mortars.

bronze & iron tools, beads
pottery, beads.

bronze & iron tool, pottery,
beads.

iron tools, pottery, beads.
niro tools, pottery, beads.
beads.

pottery.

bronze & iron tools, pottery,
beads, arm & footrings.
bronze & iron tools, pottery,

beads, arm, & footrings, golden

ornaments.
bronze tools, pottery, beads.

? not yet determined.

Austromelanesian.
? not yet determined.

Austromelanesian.

Mongoloid

Mongoloid

Mongoloid
Mongoloid
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GENERAL CONTEXT OF PREHISTORIC BURIALS IN INDONESIA

PERIOD LOCALITY METHOD *) FUNERAL WARE RACIAL AFFINITIES *¥)
Early-Metal Age - Db (?) - Mongoloid.
- IE bronzes & iron tools, pottery, Mongoloid.
beads.
- IIF - Mongoloid.
- 1A4 - Mongoloid.
- Sumbawa IBb - -
- Lomblen 1A1 - Negroid/Veddoid/Malay.
[IDa - Negroid/Veddoid/Malay.
- Sumba IIDa: selective Pottery, shell ornaments, Palae-Melan. & Mongoloid

*) See page 3 -4
**) Based on Teuku Jacob, 1967: 131 - 132

neolithic adze. .
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Ditribution map of Preshistoric burial sites in Indonesia :
1. Bindjai Tamiang, 2. Pasemah, 3. Anjer, 4. Wonosari, 5. Gua Lawa, 6. Besuki, 7. Toradja, 8. Toala, 9. Lomblem, 10. Melolo



P1. 1. View on Ngandong terrace along Solo River (East Java).
(Reprod. Weidenreich, 1951 : pl. 16 B).

P1. 2. Cranium of Homo solonesis discovered in upside-down position
on the bank of Solo River at Ngandong (East Java)
(Reprod. Weidenreich, 1951 : pl 16 A)
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Pl

3. Liang Momer, a rockshelter at Labuanbadjo, (Flores)
(Reprod. Verhoeven, 1958 : Tafel 1a)
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P1.

4. Flexed burial in Gua Sodong (Besuki) with the skull missing.
(Reprod. Van Heekeren, 1936 : Pl. 2)
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Pl.

5. Flexed burial in Gua Lawa, Sampung (East Java), convered
with big stone.
(Reprod. Stein Callenfels, 1932 : pl. XVI A)
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P1. 6. Burial of a child in Gua Lawa, Sampung (East Java), adorned with
perforated shells. (Reprod. Stein Callenfels, 1932 : pl. XV)
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P1. 7. Sarcophagus at Nangkaan, Bondowoso (East Java).
Lid lying beside coffin. (Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia).
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8. Primary burial in sarcophagus at Petang (South Central Bali). Body
is placed in flaxed position.
(Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia)



P1.

9. Primary burial in sarcophagus at Tjatjang (Central Bali). Body
is placed in dorsal squatted position.
(Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia)
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P1. 11. Stone cist, constructed of crude slab stones, at Tegurwangi, Pasemah
region (South Sumatra)
(Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia)
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P1.,

12. Stone cist at Kadjar, Wonosari (Central Java), which is not yet emptied.
(Reprod. van der Hoop, 1935 : P1. 4)
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Pl

13. Stone cist at Kadjar, Wonosari (Central Java), constructed of
smoothed slab stones.
(Reprod. van der Hoop, 1935 : P1. 6)



P1. 14. Plural burial in stretched position in stone cist at Bleberan, Wonosari
(Central Java).

(Reprod. van der Hoop, 1935, pl. 13)
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P1.

15. Plural burial in stone cist at Kadjar, Wonosari (Central Java)
(Reprod. van der Hoop, 1935 : pl. 8)
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P1. 16. Kalamba or stone vat; buried partly with lid on top coffin at Bada,
Toradja (Central Sulawesi)

(Reprod. Kruyt, 1932 : pl. d, facing p. 14)

P1. 17. Stone vat with stylized human faces decoration at Besoa, Toradja
(Central Sulawesi)
(Reprod. Kruyt, 1932 : pl. ¢ facing p. 14)

31



P1. 18. Painted wall of burial stone-chamber at Tandjung Ara, Pasemah region
(South Sumatra). (Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst of Indonesia)
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P1. 19. Pandhusa or dolmen grave at Pakauman, Bondowoso (East Java).
(Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia)



URN  BURIAL
ANJER . DECEMBER 1304,

P1. 20. Recontruction of a primary burial in jar at Anjer
(West Java). Body is placed in crouched position

P1. 21. Secondary burial in jar at Melolo (East Sumba)
(Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst of Indonesia).
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PI.

22. Secondary burial in jar at Melolo (East Sumba).
(Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia).

R1.

23. Earthenware flask as grave furniture in jar at Melolo
(East Sumba).
(Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia)



P1. 24.Double-jar burial at Gilimanuk (West Bali). Cover jar and lower
jar are heavily damaged. (Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia)

P1. 25.Single-jar burial field at Melolo (East Sumba).
(Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia)
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PRIMARY BURIAL
ANJER, JULY 1958,

P1. 26.Primary burial is strectched position provided with funeral goods
in urn burial site at Anjer (West Java).
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LEWOLEBA, FLORES. AUGUST 22, 1901.

PRIMARY

27. Reconstruction of primary burial in strecthed position on the coast

Pl.

of Lewoleba (Lomblen). (After Verhoeven, 1961)
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Pl.

30. Double secondary burial at Gilimanuk (West Bali)
Collected bones of one body is placed on the top of
the other. (Photo-coll. Nat Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia)
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P1. 29. Primary burial in strectched position provided
with funeral goods and dog at Gilimanuk (West
Bali). (Photo-coll. Nat. Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia)
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P1. 32. Primary burial in prostrate position with backward folded legs

and arms found below the double urn (see P1. 11) at Gilimanuk P1. 31.Combined burial containing a primary and a

(West Bali). This person has been sacrificed to accompany a secondary burial at Gilimanuk (West Bali).

dead person of important status. (Photo-coll. Nat Archaeol. Noticed the large bronze cermonial axe on the

Inst. of Indonesia) right. (Photo-coll. Nat Archaeol. Inst. of Indonesia)



THE DISCOVERY OF THREE NEW INSCRIPTIONS
IN THE DISTRICT OF KLATEN
(SOUTH CENTRAL JAVA)

by
M. Soekarto Kartoatmodjo

In the year 1962, three new inscriptions were found in the district of Klaten. One was a copper-
plate incised with some letters on it and the other two were of stone. From the first one, I could get
only two pieces of the negatives by the size of 4 X 6 cm. According to the man who kept the
photographs, the written copper-plate was found by a villager while he was working in the field
at the foot of Mount Merapi in the district of Klaten. On account of the name of the village, which
was firstly mentioned in the copper-plate, let us call it the Kaduluran - inscription. The other two
stone - inscriptions were found by this writer at the villages Mao and Ngruweng situated about
some km north - east and south - east of Klaten. Now both of them are kept safely in the
Archaeological Service at Prambanan.

So, to make the following explanation easier, those inscriptions are named:

1. The Kaduluran inscription,
2. The inscription from the village of Mao,
3. The inscription from the village of Ngruweng.

Beforehand I want to make it clear that the following explanation is only a transcription with
some translations and a little description. This is caused by the impossibility of doing a thorough
research like digging around that place, and there are especially still many problems which cannot
be solved yet connected with those inscriptions.

1. THE KADULURAN INSCRIPTION.

According to the man who gave me the photographs. that copper-plate was found by a
villager in the village of Kluwangan, situated in the district of Klaten (Surakarta), Central
Java. As explained above, this writer could get only two pieces of the negatives by the size
of4 x 6 cm. And in my opinion, the copper - plate is + 27 cm long and 12 cm wide. Although the
photographs are of a very small size we can still use them, because this amateur work is not
too blurred. The inscription is written on both sides, the front side has ten sentences and the
other side has only two. As the end part of it, there is a picture or a notch that looks like a
four-petals lotus flower.

The Old-Javanese language and characters are used here. The figure of the characters is
rather fat and round, matching the type of Mid-Javanese letters of 900 A.D. Unfortunately
the photographs are not very clear here, because a part of the inscription is rusty. That is
why some sentences are illegible, especially the fifth and the sixth sentences.
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The remarkable thing of the inscription is that some characters have special symbols,

for instance:

a. The wirama (Javanese paten =soundkiller) encircles two third of the letters, as in
the word kaduluran, pasék-pasék, mas, and there is one which encircles the whole
letter as in the word waték (waték tumanggung).

b. Sometimes the anuswara is represented by the symbol of a little circle, as it is placed
above the words sang, panunggalan, rikang, nikanang. Another part uses only the
dot above words like mwang, tuhanning, tégangrat and also the word sang.

c. The suku (the foot) turns a little to the left, especially at the end.

d. The pepet is represented by the symbol of a circle with a cross in its middle and
looking like the symbol used in addition (+) as in the word waték, or sometimes it
looks like the symbol of multiplication (X) as in the word pasék-pasék.

e. The writing of some irregular words, for instance inandih and inandéh, sang tuhanning
and sang tuhan ning.

The inscription was dated 807 C (885/886 A.D). Unfortunately the Kaduluran copper-
plate did not mention the name of the king. It only mentioned a high dignitary Rakyan i
Hameéas Pu Sammat V. But it seemed that its date was almost exactly the same as that of the
last reigning period of King Rakai Kayuwangi or the beginning of the government of Rake
Gurunwangi or Haji Rakai Watuhumalang. From the date of the other inscriptions we know
that Rakai Kayuwangi ruled (lived) from about 851 A.D. until after 882 A.D ?. According to
L.C. Damais, Rakai Kayuwangi Pu Lokapala ruled perhaps from 778 (856), but surely from 785
(863), until at least 804 Caka (882 A.D) ¥. Based on the above-mentioned year, we know that
there are two famous charters from Rakai Kayuwangi dating from the year 863 A.D ¥ and 882
A.D?.

About Rakai Kayuwangi Dr N.J. Krom has said that the name was just a synonym of the
name Gurunwangi ®. But Damais still doubted the truth of this opinion, and finally Dr J.G. de
Casparis confirmed it 7, because the name Rakai Gurunwangi was carved together with the
name Rakai Pikatan on a stone found in the northern complex of the Plaosan temple (Tjandi
Plaosan Lor) ®. So, Gurunwangi might have had the position of a crown-prince and possessed
the right to succeed the king. This matter is worthy of comparison to the Kedu copper-plate
907 A.D) ?, which registers the name of kings who were Sang Ratu Sanjaya’s descendants,
and which places the name Cri maharaja Rakai Kayuwangi after the name Pikatan. Further on
the name Cri maharaja Rake Gurunwangi was also found and mentioned in the inscribed stone
of Bulus village (or the stone charter of Munggu Antan ), in the district of Kedu, which dated
886 (887)A.D '

As I have quoted above, Krom and Casparis declared that Kayuwangi and Gurunwangi
were the same king. If this opinion is true, Kayuwangi must have ruled until 886 (887) A.D and
from 886 (887) on the government was taken over by Haji Rakai Watuhumalang whose name
was written in K.O. IX (808 C).

In addition to all this, a short writing in red paint reading (bearing) Kayuwangi has been
found in the ruins of temples of Tjandi Plaosan Lor (a 1953 find) '"). Unfortunately it has lost
its original proper sequence. Now according to the last finding I am of the opinion that Rakai
Kayuwangi and Rake Gurunwangi are two different names for both names are discovered in
the same temple complex.
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Since the Kaduluran inscription dated 885 (886), it would be reasonable to guess that that
year was exactly the last period of the government of Rakai Kayuwangi or the beginning of
the government of Rake Gurunwangi or Haji Rakai Watuhumalang.

And now follows the transcription.

Transcription :
Front - side.

1. //0// Swasti ¢akawarsatita 807 Jesthamasa tithi saptami krsnapaksa. ma. pa. so. wara
tatkala rama

2. nta i kaduluran inandih wadwayunya de rakryan i haméas pu sammat anakwanua i
wirun wa

3. tak sigaran. saksi sang tuhanning kanayakan sang katanggaran. pu song tuhdnning
lampuran2. sang panung

4. galan matanda. sang kahangattan tuhanning wadwa raray. sang palumutan tuhan
ning kalula. sang watu

5. warak sang guhuwu (?) lawan (?) anghingtu. sang rawayur mangaséakan. sang
gugudan likhitapatra. sang tung tuwala

6. s wahuta haphayang pu sarbwa. sang hayamanyi wacana. tumapal si byan (?)
umangséakan ikanang anakwanua ma

7. waih pasék-pasék i rakryan mawanua mds su 1 i sang tuhan mas su 6 kinabaihan su
wadihati

8. rikang kala pu dakut anakwanua i pandamwan waték wadihati. tapan miramirah
sang rapilang anakwanu

9. a i miramirah waték wadihati winaih pasék-pasék mas su 3. kalang rikang kala si
ratna mwang pu mithu. winikara

10. punta bhdnu mwang pu bikayi. parujar kolyan mwang pu bali. gusti pu gowara mwang
kaki widyu. kwaih nikanang wadwa

Back - side.
1. yun inandéh para patih rikang kala patih agallagal sang tégangrat waték tumanggung
2. winaih pasék-pasék mas su 1 //0//0/

Translation :

Front — side.

1. //0// Hail, Caka-years past by 807, on the 7" day of the dark-part of the month Jestha
(May-June), on the week-days mahulu (the name of the sad-wara), pahing (the name of
the pancawara or the market-day), and it was on that Monday that the honourable Chief
of the village (Ramanta)

2. of Kaduluran was inandih wadwayunya (?) by Rakryan of Haméas pu Sammat, a villager
of Wirun in the district of Sigaran ;

3. the witnesses were the Leader of the Kanayakan Society Sang Katanggaran, pu Song as
the Lampuran Leader. Sang Panunggalan

4. as the Matanda (those in charge of holding flag or command ?) !», Sang Kahangattan as
the Leader of the Children Society, Sang Palumutan as the Leader of the Slaves (the
Leader of those in charge of earthenware) '¥,

43



5. Sang Watuwarak, Sang Guhuwu (?) lawan (?) Anghingtu, Sang Rawayur has proffered,
Sang Gugudan as the Secretary, and Sang Tung as the master of the forests,

6. pu Sarbwa as the Wahuta Haphayang (?). Sang Hayamanyi as the Wacana (spokesman?),
and Si Byan (?) as the Tumapal (tapal = mask) ; the inhabitants of that village proffered
and

7. each offered lsuwarna gold to Rakryan Mawanua (Rakryan of the village ?), and 6
suwarnas gold to Sang Tuhan, those were the suwarnas gold which offered by (to) the
Wadihati village,

8 at that time pu Dakut was a peasant of Pandamwan in the district of Wadihati, and the
Tapan (priest ?) of Miramirah, and also Sang Rapilang who was a peasant of

9. Miramirah village in the district of Wadihati, and each was given 3 suwarnas gold ; the
forester at that time were Si Ratna and pu Mithu

10. Punta Bhanu and pu Bikayi the Winikara (?), Kolyan and pu Bali the spokesmen. Gusti pu
Gowara and Kaki Widyu, the total number of Wadwayun

Back - side.

1. which (who) were inandéh (?), of the ministers (patih) at that time were among others the
Patih Agallagal Sang Tegangrat from the district Tumanggung

2: were given | suwarna gold each //0//0//

Brief explanation:

The above-mentioned inscription obviously explains about a certain Ramanta of Kaduluran
who was inandih wadwayunya (?) by Rakryan of Haméas pu Sammat, a Wirun peasant in the
district of Sigaran. Afterwards the inscription mentions the witnesses present on that occasion.
One of them was Sang Kahangattan, the Leader of the Children Society. Then it gives an
account of the quantity of gold offered (given) to Rakryan Mawanua. Finally it mentions the
sum of wadwayun which (who) were inandéh, and the presence of Patih Agallagal as the
representative of all the other ministers (patih) who also had a share in the gift.

The above-mentioned transcription presents some terminological words and some officials
whose duties and actual functions are still vague. Heaps of problems concerning the meanings
and the functions of some state-official are undoubtedly found in every inscription. And
most inscriptions make use of short solid sentences ; this being the so called inscription -
language.

A more interesting word on the Kaduluran copper-plate is inandih wadwayunya. The
word ,,inandih” derives from the root ,,andih” which gets the infix, in, showing the passive
voice, added to it. The meaning of the word is vague. It might bear the following meanings:
a. In modern Javanese the word “endih” means ,,to lose”. It might mean ,,defeated” either.

And “wadwayunya” probably means “the general of an army” or ,,the military instructor”

of our time. So the whole phrase might mean ,the general of an army is defeated”. However

in this inscription the word seems to have nothing to do with any army.

Another opinion is ,,put under the power of the general of an army.

c. Compared to another inscription, ,,inandih” might mean ,.sub-tracted”. This can be seen
in the Rakai Kayuwangi inscription of 882 A. D '¥ which says:

muang pinta kasih nikanang rama i ramwi i rakarayan. mamalaku ya inandéh gawainya,

tamwayan  domas, gawainya mangke samas, muang rowangnya
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inandéh tulung tutu prana 3 muang wadahuma prana 2 anung pinuput .

This above-mentioned sentence clearly indicates that inandih is used for a sort of gawai

(work) the quantity of which was 800 (domas) at first, but which later decreased to 400

(samas). Due to this indication of subtraction, inandih can be translated into subtracted.
d. Compared to the word wadwa haji in other inscription (0.J.0.LX, on line 4 of the back

side), this wadwayunya probably means “Chief of the servants”. So the whole phrase

might mean also ,,The chief of the servants is defeated or subtracted:’

The word wadwayun is still a great puzzle. The Randusari I inscription ' uses this word
which is left untranslated by Dr W.F. Stutterheim '”. However the word wadwa in the same
inscription is translated into servant '®. This same wadwa is also found in the other
inscriptions. Analysing,wadwayun”, | conjecture that it is derived from wadwa - ayun. like
wadwa - raray and wadwa - dmit '”. The term wadua in wadua i sama kaki as mentioned in
Prasasti Indonesia I, might be the synonym of this wadwa .

Further on saying about the quantity of gold mentioned in the Kaduluran copper-plate,
the writer says only here, that 1 (one) suwarna = 16 masa = 1 tahil = 1/16 kati. For further
details see Stutterheim’s article in Inscripties van Nederlandsch Indi€ 2",

Among the names of the villages that calls for attention here is Panunggalan, but it has
never been explained clearly who Sang Panunggalan as the Matanda actually was.
Pandamwan waték Wadihati (Pandamwan in the district of Wadihati ) might be very closely
connected to Pangramwan sima Wadihati (Pangramwan’s free territory of Wadihati) in the
copper-plate of Randusari I ?». Stutterheim connects this Pangramwan to the present
Prambanan village with the suffix ,an” added to its name *. The remarkable thing is that
about 7 km north of the present Prambanan, near a small Ciwa temple which is called Candi
Morangan by the surrounding people, another village named Prambonan was also discovered.

Besides the two aboye - mentioned villages the name Tegangrat as mentioned in the first
line of the back-side of this Kaduluran copper-plate might be the same as Tegangrat in K.O.
IX (886 AD) and T’gangrat in K.O. XX (919 A.D?), which also mentions pitamaha i Hladan.
i Praganita and i Kupa *¥, besides pitamaha i T’gangrat. Further on the name Tumanggung is
also found painted in red colour on the Eastern side of the fence that surrounds the central
yard of the Lara-Djonggrang temple **.

Finally the symbols engraved on some inscriptions are also of great significance. Talking
about symbols, I do not mean those lancana or seals like the garuda-mukha (garuda-head)
20 jalasamitha (all-waters) 27, minadwaya (two fishes) 2® or the narasingha (man-lion) 2%
as found in some of the inscriptions, but I mean those frequently forgotten signs at the end
of the pragastis.

Fortunately, J.J. Boeles has analysed those symbols carefully, the result of which is
reported in his article entitled, The migration of the magic syllable om” *”. It shows that the
sign of the so - called manggala om in all its forms showing a development, is also found in
some of the Indonesian ancient inscriptions such as the stone - inscription of Kotakapur
(606 A.D), the Tjanggal - charter (732 A.D), the Old-Javanese jayapattra (922 A.D) 3" and 2.
THE INSCRIPTION FROM THE VILLAGE OF MAO:

According to the tradition (superstition) of the local inhabitants Prambanan was founded by a certain
teacher named Kyai Ramban. And the holy grave of this founder it now still found at the same village.*
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many other pragastis. One of the Om - signs has got the form of an inverted question - mark
with a spiral tail as indicated in the concluding part of K.O. XIV and K.O. XV 32,

The Kaduluran inscription does not have the- sign of the manggala Om. Instead its sign
bears a symbol resembling a four - petals lotus flower. Inspite of his close resemblance to the
jasmine, it must anyhow represent the sacred lotus flower. On the surface this sign might also
represent a common flower, but in my opinion it symbolizes the mula-padma or the muladhara,
namely the four-petals padma flower, which has a significant position in the yoga and
yantra contemplation *¥. Mulapadma represents the central strength or cakra situated
between the anus and the human organ of sexual intercourse. Mulapadma with the four
petals functions as a bearer of meru (backbone) and a sacred abode of Ciwa’s ¢akti (Ciwa’s
wife) who takes the form of a female dragon named Devi Kundalini *¥. Sometimes this goddess
is also called Bhujanggin. A picture showing that mulapadma with the four petals could be
seen in some articles (books), namely a short book Kundalini Yoga by Swami Siwananda *%.
On the contrary, sahasrarapadma is found on top of the fontanel. Sahasrarapadma is a one
thousand - petals lotus flower as the home of the god Ciwa. Through yoga contemplation
only this goddess Devi Kundalini ascends and crawls up along the meru (Javanese ula-ula
= meru = backbone, u/a = serpent) until she is united with the god Ciwa. The way used by
this goddess is situated in the meru, or exactly in the susumna - nadi (marrow) which forms
a little canal called Brahma - nadi (Canalis centralis). To awake and activate the goddess
Bhujanggin, could be only gained by studying and practising the hatha - yoga, raja - yoga
and jnana - yoga. When this union is achieved the purpose of the yoga is also obtained.

Actually, something else is also found in the yoga contemplation, namely the Bhimapadma
(having six petals) which centers in the organ of sexual intercourse, and the Nabhipadma
(having ten petals) which is situated on the navel. Through the other sad - cakra (six cakras)
at the end Kundalini will reach sahasrarapadma in the fontanel.

So, the picture or symbol of the four-petals lotus flower as described above are found in
the Old-Javanese jayvapattra of 922 A.D and also in the copper-plate of Kaduluran dating 885
(886) A.D. Only the difference lies in this : In the Old-Javanese jayapattra (a receipt to the
discharge of a debt) another small sign symbolizing the manggala om is seen behind the
lotus (see figure ). Supposed that the two small circles between some verticals lines before
the four-petals lotus of this Kaduluran copper-plate are also symbolizing the magic syllable
om.

Finally as a conclusion to the whole explanation, I would like to repeat that the signs
forming four-petals lotus flowers found in those two above-mentioned inscriptions, very
likely symbolize mulapadma or muladhara, and that they have an important meaning to the
yoga contemplation.
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Figure 1.

~ a. The manggala om (magic syllable)

M in K.O. XIV (881 A.D).

b. The manggala om (magic syllable)
in K.O. XV (882 A.D ?).

c. The four-petals lotus flower
(mulapadma) and the manggala
om in the Old-Javanese jayapattra
(992 AD ).

d. The four-petals lotus flower /

e Q) )) G mulapadma in the inscription

of Kaduluran (885/886 A.D. )

Figure 2.

The four-petals lotus flower
(mulapadma) as a sacred abode of the
female dragon Kundalini.
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The Kaduluran-inscription from the Caka-year 807 (front-side)

,%'2"5%”“’* B ‘)3‘”%

The Kaduluran-inscription from the Caka-year 807 (back-side)

48



6v

The stone-inscription from Mao

after cleaning.

The stone-inscription from Mao when it was found



In 1962, on October 16, I found this inscription at Mao, in the district of Klaten, residency
of Surakarta (Southern part of Central-java ) . Its writings are carved on a stone having the
pseudo-Iingga form, namely that form with a square bottom and a round top. It is 54 cm high.
The square part is 28 cm wide and long, and the diameter of the round part is 27 cm. The top
of a pseudo-lingga on which the date is stated, has a slight crack. Four lines of curly letters
are found on the round part. The characters and language are Old-Javanese. A slight crack
on the part stating the first line makes the reading illegible. However, behind the word
cakawarcatita and the indication of the year, one can still catch a glimps of da-alphabet.
This syllable might be a part of the masa (month) and a abbreviation of the month Bhadrawada.
Further behind the above-mentioned syllable one can see e.... daca which might indicate the
date (tithi) ekadaca (ekadaci).

The above-mentioned historical stone was found on the side of a small road, and it never
occured to the peasants to distinguish it from the ordinary river stones. However the villagers
used the inscription as a dike on the side of that road. But some days later I had it removed
to the Archaeological Service at Prambanan. Not far from this stone, about 15 meters east of
it, another bigger (74 cm high) pseudo - lingga without any writing was found in a gutter.

This remarkable Mao village has some more archaeological things like : temple -stones
which were spread also over the surrounding villages, a makara - gargoyle, a niche with the
image of Aksobhya in it (with the so-called bhumi-spar¢amudra), an image of Ciwa Mahaguru,
and a bronze image once kept by the peasant **. And also the inhabitants of Mao often find
some archaeological things while they are working in rice-fields.

Here follows the transcription of the inscription on the above-mentioned stone.

Transcription:

1. Swasti cakawarcatita ...... da e..daca cukla

2. paksa panirwan wagai ¢ukra tatkala ra-bawang (?) anakwi manu
3. suka sima sawah tampah 4 pawaih rakai wakka pu manota

4. sawaha ni wihara abhayananda.

Translation :

1. Hail, the holy Caka-years past by .......... in the month of Bhadrawada (August - September),
on the eleventh day of the bright half of the month,

2. Panirwan (the name of the six-day week), Wagai (the name of the five-day week), it was on
a Friday that Ra-Bawang’s wife (?) was going to arrange

3. afree territory, and a rice-field of 4 tampahs given by Rakai Wakka pu Manota

4. so that the rice-field can be of any use to the monastery of Abhayananda

Brief explanation:

This above-mentioned Mao inscription is obviously a memorandum of Ra-Bawang’s wife
(anakwi), of her going to arrange a free-territory (sima, exempt from taxes), and of her offering
the four tampahs rice-field, once given by Rakai Wakka pu Manota, to a monastery of
Abhayananda. This offer might indicate a noble deed to the priest (bhiksu) living in that
monastery. So, the four tampahs rice-field (sawah) which are offered to wihara Abhayananda
might be the same as labha - pura in Bali at present : labha - pura means, that all the incomes
of certain rice-fields and grounds are appropriated or destined for the expences of temple -
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ceremonies, namely the so-called odalan or otonan (temple birth-ceremony). Such rice-fields
which probably were called sawah - sima in the old period, are now named sawah - Laba or
sawah - bukti by the Balinese (derived Trom Sanskrit : labha = acquisition, gain, bhukti = eat,
pura =temple in the Balinese). B

Also in this inscription, it is never stated clearly to whom the name Ra-Bawang (?) belongs,
and who Rakai Wakka pu Manota is. Also a problem is the meaning of the honorifix Ra added
before the name Bawang. In my opinion, this honorifix Ra might be the unfinished ab-
breviation of Rakai or Rakryan (Rakarayan), this is based on the other inscription which
mentioned the name Rakryan Bawang *”. Anyhow the exact meaning of Ra in this inscription is
still vague and uncertain. Further on it is not clear either whether Wakka here should be the same
as Wka in other inscriptions, because the name Rakai Wka pu Kutak is found on Randusari I 38),
Rakai Wka pu Kirana in K.O. 13?, and Rakai Wka pu Baligwara in O.J.0. XLVII 7, etc.

According to Mr Boechari the word rakarayan i wka might correspond to the term rajaputra
of the Telaga Batu inscription ). The Old-Javanese word wka means child or is the synonym of
putra 42). But sometimes it seems that the word i wka (of with rakryan mapatih i halu, sirikan,
wka in O.J.0. XXXV ) and Wakka also indicates the name of an village or a district.

Further on the word anakwi here might be similar to anakbi which is stated in Randusari I and
which Stutterheim has translated into wife *¥. Besides this, the word pakwiannira (puyut sang
ratu i halu pakwiannira i jangluran) is stated on the Pereng or Wukiran stone as well. According
to Dr Poerbatjaraka the terms anakbi are found in the inscriptions up to those during the period
of King Sindok **).

From the contents of this Mao inscription, one comes to understand that it bears the spirit of
Buddhism. This is especially true in, sofar that it mentions a wikara (monastery) named
Abhayananda. The same name is also stated in K.O. XXV which is kept in the museum in Jakarta
now. Later on L.C. Damais gave some corrections of that inscription in B.E.FE.O. XLVII, 1955 45).
And these following sentences copied from the above-mentioned short inscription based on
B.E.FE.O. XLVII explain things clearer :

// Swasti sakawarsatita 776

caitramasA tithi cafurdasi suklapa

ksa wurlikung pahing stikfawara tatkala
rakai sisair) pu wiraja rhanusuk)

sawah i wayuku sima ni biha

ra nira i abhayananda (2) (fin)

SN o D o

The above-mentioned bihara Abhayananda in K.O. XXV (B.E.F.E. O. XLVII) might belong to
Rakai Sisair pu Wiraja. Only the locafion of the monastery is still vague. Now that the Mao
inscription is found, the writer dares to say that wikara Abhayananda lies in Mao village or at
least in one of the nearby villages. -

As is briefly indicated above, some other archaeological things like temple -stones and other
statues are also found in Mao. And up till now Mao maintains a queer tradition which is not found
in any of the surrounding villages:

1. The Maos are not allowed to plant banana trees,
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2. Neither are they allowed to pound rice in a wooden-pot; they must pound it in a stone-pot
instead,
3. They are not allowed to do any gardening or to work hard on Pon - Friday.

These restrictions are obeyed up to now. Approximately 350 m West of Mao village, a rice-
field called Budo *® is found near the Djalatunda spring *”. It is said that the local peasants often
find archaeological things made of gold around this place. Even in Jalatunda spring itself, people
has found some other archaeological objects like measure - stone (stone pillar with 4 protruding
knobs on its top) *¥, a big natural stone bearing the footprints of Bhima *’ and other statues.

Another village named Mandjungan lies approximately one km East of Mao. It was in this
village that I found so many temple - stones, a statue of Ganeca, an image of Nandi, temple - stairs
- stone, temple - tops, and many terracotta waterpipes.

From the objects discovered in the two above-mentioned villages, one can conclude that
Mao bears the spirit of Buddhism, and Mandjungan bears the spirit of Ciwaism. Tradition and
fact prove that these two villages have a strong feeling of brotherhood with each other and
inter-marriages among the inhabitants of those villages.

3. THE INSCRIPTION FROM THE VILLAGE OF NGRUWENG :

The present author, assisted by Mr Darsono and Mr Budijono %, found this inscription

at Ngruweng, in the district of Klaten, residency of Surakarta (South Central - Java) on

" November 30, 1962. The above-mentioned inscription was found on the north end of the

village, or at the end of the road south of the rice - field. Its writings are carved on a stone

having the lingga-form, namely that form with a square bottom, an octagonal on its middle,

and a round top. It is 68 cm high. The square bottom is 24 cm wide and long, while the
diameter of the cylindrical top is 24 cm.

According to Mr Nitisentono, one of the inhabitants of Ngruweng, this stone -inscription
was discovered accidentally on April 16, 1955 when people worked in cooperation to broaden
the road. The inscription was found beneath a groups of thickly grown bamboo bushes.
Later on I removed the lingga - inscription to the Archaeological Service at Prambanan.

Similar to the Mao inscription some lines of curly letters are carved on the round part of
the top. They are Old - Javanese characters and language. The type of the characters
correspond with those inscriptions from the ninth century. The first and the second line can
be read easily, though the name of the day stated is still hazy and uncertain, because this
inscription states po - wara which might mean Monday or soma - wara. The third line is not
clear yet since it is neither known how it should be read, nor what the row of words might
mean altogether. Part of the characters on it, however are quite plain and clear. This suggest
that the inscription might have been left unfinished.

Now the transcription.
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Transcription:

1. // Swasti ¢akawargatita 804 bhadrawadamasa
2. dwitiya ¢uklapaksa ma u po wara. tatkala

3. nisi bha ta(?) ra(?) .... ptaka pya (?) a

It means:

1. // Hail Caka - years past by 804, in the month Bhadrawada (August-September),

2. on the second day of the bright - part of the month, mahulu (the name of the six-day
week), umanis (the name of the five-day week) it was on a Monday (?),

3. WHen Nisiisuuommimsrsmon

Short expianation :

The year 804 C or + 882 A.D. suggests that the above-mentioned lingga-inscription might
belong to the last part of the reigning period of Rakai Kayuwangi. I am unfortunately unable
to know exactly from that inscription what important events are stated, because what comes
after the word tatkala nisi on line number three is quite illegible.

On the name Ngruweng : the villagers said that the name Ngruweng was derived from the
Javanese word ,,kuru di-eweng-eweng” (a thin man whom people dragged). This explanation
is obviously not a scientific information, it is mere folk -etymology. At present Ngruweng is
confined by other villages around it, namely Wiro, Tegalasin, Junggrangan, Pilangsari, Jeto
etc. West of it lies a small hill called Tugu (pillar or tower) by the peasants. The villagers also
said that Ngruweng of the ancient times was ruled by Jeto.

In addition to the above-mentioned inscription there is also a holy grave which the
inhabitants regarded as sacred. Peoples believe that it was the burial place of a certain Kyai
Ngabdulkahar alias Raden Pundjul, the founder of Ngruweng. All throughout his life Raden
Punjul was both a teacher and a court-poet to the Susuhunan Pakubuwono IX, the sovereign
of Surakarta. It was said that during his life he was a very devoted Moslim teacher, faithful to
his religion, and yet could not escape one weakness, namely the weakness for polygamy.
Here again it is quite obvious that this teacher, who is regarded as the founder of Ngruweng,
has no relationship whatever with the above-mentioned lingga - inscription.

Besides the holy grave, two water - springs are found at Ngruweng, and they are called
Umbul Ngruweng at the west end of the village and Umbul Tamansari east of it. Their water is
used for the rice-fields in and around the village; and for this very reason Ngruweng plays an
important role compared with its neighbouring villages.

The question as to, whether the above inscription is originally from Ngruweng, or merely a
thing moved into that place from another village, can not be answered yet. It is true that such a
small stone-inscription of 68 cm high can easily be moved from one place to another. Closer
investigation at Ngruweng by the officials of the Archaeological Service at Prambanan under my
supervision did not show any discovery of even a sign of the existence of a temple or any statues.
Hence, this situation differs much from that of Mao as stated in my above-mentioned article.

Finally we can only hope that more inscriptions and fragments will be discovered in the
surrounding villages, and that the problem of this Ngruweng inscription will be solved more
clearly.

Notes :
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The name Haméas was also found at Plaosan Temple, namely Anumoda sang haméas pu
juméndang, which means The devotion of Sang Haméas pu Juméndang. This stone
inscription is kept now in the Archaeological Service at Prambanan. See O.V. 1925, Derde
en Vierde Kwartaal, p. 88, picture 22.

See J.G. de Casparis : Inscripties uit de Cailendra-tijd, Prasasti Indonesia I, A.C. NIX &
Co Bandung, 1950, p. 133.

L.C. Damais : Epigrafische Aanteekeningen I, Lokapala-Kayuwangi, in 7.8.G. LXXXII,
1949.p. 6.

The stone - inscription of Argapura or Wanua Tengah from the year 785 C, which mentions
the name Kayuwangi pu Lokapala (ratu tatkala rakarayan kayuwangi pu lokapala).
See O0.J.O0.VIII B.E.FE.O.XLVII, 1955,p. 27. B a
K.O.XV.

J.G. de Casparis : Short inscriptions from Candi Plaosan Lor, in B.D.P. no: 4, 1958, p. 23.
lc.p.21.

The complete form is as follows:

(a) astupa ¢ri maharaja rakai pikatan

(b)anumoda rakai gurunwangi dyah saladu See B.D.P. no: 4, p. 11 and footnote.

W.F. Stutterheim : Een belangrijke oorkonde uit de Kedoe, in 7.B.G. LXVII, 1927, p. 173
216.

0.J.0. XVIIL

The stone-inscription is kept now in the Archaeological Service at Prambanan. The writing
consists of 7 letters in vague red paint. The first letter is illegible, while the second is nga.
and below it (the so-called pasangan in modern Javanese terminology) is na (ka). The
third letter is also nga, and the next four letters to-gether form the word Ka(ta)yuwangi.

. J.G. de Casparis : Selected inscriptions from the 7th to the 9th century AD, Prasasti

Indonesia II, Masa Baru Bandung 1956, p. 239, footnote 166.

Le. p. 239, footnote 170.

K.O.XV.

Ibid. on line 11-13 (XV, b)

W.F. Stutterheim: Oorkonde van Balitoeng vit 905 A.D. (Randoesari I), in Inscripties van
Nederlandsch Indié, afl. 1, 1940 p. 3-28.

.Le.p.8
18.
19.
20.

lLe.p. 18
De Casparis : Pras. Ind. 11, p. 239, note 109.

ne Casparis : Pras. Ind. I, p. 129.

. W.F. Stutterheim : /nsc. van Ned. Ind. afl. 1, p. 17
le.p. 4
le.p. 15

K.O.XX,online 11.

Most of the inscriptions from the Lara Jonggrang Temple employed paint of red and
white colours and only one which was discovered employed the black colour (garjita).
Prof Moh. Yamin thought that the red and white had some connection with our National
Flag. But in my opinion the three colours had to do with the colours of the Indian Trinity
( Trimurti ), for in the Prambanan Temple all the three colours were used. So the colour for
Brahma is red. Ciwa white and Wisnu the black one.



26.

27.
28.
29.
30.

31
32.
33.

34.
35.

36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

42.
43.
. R.Ng. Poerbatjaraka : Het Oud-Javaansche Ramayana, in 7.8.G. LXXII, 1932, p. 151.
45.
46.
47.
48.

49.

50.

Himansu Bhusan Sarkar : Ten Old-Javanese Copper-plates from Sidoteka of the Saka year
1245, in The Greater India Society, Vol. 11, No. 2, p. 1.33.

Ibid.

Ibid.

0.J.0. LXVIII, on line 15 (front-side).

J.J. Boeles : The migration of the magic syllable om, in India Antiqua (a volume of oriental
studies presented by his friends and pupils to Jean Philippe Vogel), Leyden 1947, p. 40-
56.

See figure 1.

Ibid.

P.H. Pott : Yoga en Yantra in hunne beteekenis voor de Indische Archaeologie, Leyden
E.J. Brill 1949, p. 8-9.

Ibid.

Also translated into Indonesian by Kwee Liong Tian. and published by Penjedar, Tjelaket
12, Malang.

The bronze figure is kept by one of the inhabitants there. Unfortunately he does not
allow anybody to see his bronze statue.

HJ.G.p.213.

W.F. Stutterheim : Insc. van Ned. Ind, afl. 1, p. 4

K.O.1,0nline 7.

0.J.0. XLVII, on line 6 (front-side).

Boechari : A preliminary note on the study of the Old-Javanese civil administration, in
M.1.8.1,No.2,1963,p. 128.

Ibid.

W.F. Stutterheim : Insc. van Ned Ind, afl. 1, p. 9

B.E.FE.O.XLVI], Fasc. 1, 1955, p. 23.

In modern Javanese the word Budo means Buddha or the old period (jaman kabudan).
Do not confuse it with the Jalatunda Temple in East-Java.

The same stone (which forms a pillar with 4 protruding knobs on its top) I have found not
so far from the totally ruined temple of Sokajagir in the regency of Bayalali ( Surakarta ).
The inhabitants of Soka and the surrounding villages called this stone-pillar Watu Pentil,
which means a stone representing a woman’s nipple (cf. lingga with 4 bullets from C.
Sukuh ).

People call this stone tapak Bimo (the footprints of Bhima). The same stone is also found
at Majasanga in the regency of Bayalali ( Surakarta ) .

Both are teachers of the Kalibaka Elementary School, some km South - East of Klaten.

List of abbreviations :
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1. B.D.P.

B.E.EE.O.
HJ.G
K.O.
0.J.0.

N (G 19

6. M.I.S.1.

7. T.B.G.
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. Bulletin de 1 ’Ecole francaise d’Extréme Orient.

: Hindoe - Javaansche Geschiedenis. 2 nd ed. 1931.

. Kawi Oorkonden in facsimile.

: Oud - Javaansche Oorkonden. nagelaten Transcripties van wijlen

Dr.J.L.A. Brandes, uitgegeven door Dr.N.J.Krom, Verhandelingen van
het Bataviaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen, deel
LX, 1913.

: Madjalah Ilmu-Ilmu Sastra Indonesia (Indonesian Journal of Cultural

studies).
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY
OF WEST SUMATRA *

by
Mrs. Satyawati Suleiman

INTRODUCTION

In a discussion of the history of Sumatra Sriwijaya is always treated as its most important
part. This state has indeed played a prominent role from the 7th to the 14th century A.D." It
started to decline at the end of the 13th century. The principalities in Sumatra which were
under its suzerainty, then liberated themselves one by one from the center of power, which
was situated on the east coast of Sumatra. The final blow appeared to have been dealt by
Singhasari in East Java whose last king, Kertanagara sent an expeditionary army in 1275.
This event was called in Old Javanese the “pamalayu”. The success of this expedition might
have been obtained through an alliance with local princes who had for a long time been eager
to free themselves from the yoke of Sriwijaya. It is in the period following this interference
from Java that a prince, named Adityawarman, a descendant of both the kings of Malayu and
Singhasari occupied the throne for approximately forty years in the territory which is known
as the Ménangkabau area on the west coast of Sumatra. Though he has often been mentioned
by scholars of Sumatran history, his cultural, religious and political relations deserve more
attention, as not only did he leave most of the inscriptions of Sumatra, but as he appeared to
have played an important role in a turbulent period.

We have made an attempt to obtain more data through the study of archaeological
remains, such as ruins of temples, statues, and inscriptions, as well as from foreign sources.

LAND AND PEOPLE

The Bukit Barisan, which is a mountain range extends the whole length of the west
coast of Sumatra. The territory which is now the province of West Sumatra, is covered with
rugged mountains, lakes, canyons and valleys. It borders, West, on the Indian Ocean, North
on South Tapanuli, East on Riau and Jambi and South on Bencoolen.

The people are the Ménangkabau ethnic group who have a matrilineal system which
implies that the women own and inherit the landed properties.They are also matrilocal which
means that the husband has to live with his wife’s family after marriage. The Ménangkabaus
are wellknown for the fact that they tend to migrate, not only to other parts of Indonesia but
to the Malay Peninsula as well. Negeri Sembilan has a population of Menangkabaus who
took along their customs and social system.

The language spoken is the Ménangkabau dialect of the Malay. This dialect is also
spoken in the Riau Province, in the territory of the a